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Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives 



 

 

• Be the official repository for all non-current government records of Butte-Silver Bow. 

• Acquire, maintain and preserve historical documents, photographs and manuscripts  
pertaining to the history of Butte-Silver Bow. 

• Provide public access to the document and manuscript collections at the Archives. 

• Work with educators to enhance the classroom experience. 

• Provide service to the preservation community of Butte-Silver 
Bow. 

• Oversee and manage the Charles Clark Chateau. 

 

Mission 

 

“Talking about history in Butte is like talking about food in France.  

There’s so much of it, and it’s all so good, it’s hard to choose.” 

          -Clem Work  



 

 

The Archives is governed by a seven-member Board of Directors and staffed by 
three full-time and five part-time professional staff, in addition to 49 volunteers.  

 

Governance 

 

 

The Archives program maintains two major nationally significant historic facilities—the Butte-Silver 
Bow Public Archives at 17 West Quartz Street and the Clark Chateau at 321 West Broadway Street.  

 
The Archives is housed in a Fire Hall constructed in 1900 that is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Archives was transformed into a state-of-the-art archival facility in 2010. The Charles Clark 
Chateau was constructed in 1898. This 4-story house with 26 rooms is on the National Register of     
Historic Places.  

Facilities 



   Year In Review 

Public Access 
 

3,516  People who utilized the Archives 

997   Researchers 

637  Research requests answered by staff 

7,536  Website visitors 

3,321  Volunteer hours logged  

 



 

Programming & Social Outreach 
  

 14  Brown Bag Lunches 

 166  Auditorium events 

 2,519  Auditorium patrons 

 3  Presentations to local and statewide groups  

 3  Exhibits 

 7  Grant awards supporting $46,383 of Archives’ projects 

116,324  Social Media Reach  

6,089   Facebook followers 

1,661   Instagram followers 

12  Blog posts 

Acquisitions 
  

 195  Collections accessioned 

 34  Publications added to bibliography 

 25  Oral histories collected 

 42,500  Pages of government record scanned 

 170  Film reels transferred to digital 

 9   Transfers of government record 



    Programming 





Butte’s Finnish Community 



Butte’s German Community                        



  Butte’s Hispanic Community 





   Collaborative Events  
The Montana History Foundation, Butte Archives, and the        
Ancient Order of Hibernians hosted noted gravestone           
preservationist, Jonathan Appel, at St. Patrick’s Cemetery where 
he conducted a grave marker restoration workshop.   
 
Approximately 50 people attended hailing from across the state of  
Montana.  The Ancient Order of Hibernians will make an effort to 
put this training to use to restore and repairing the grave markers 
at St. Patrick’s Cemetery.   



Hike through History is a collaborative project between BSB     
Departments: Parks & Recreation, Health, Archives, and  
Superfund. The hikes vary from popular trails around Butte  
including Thompson Park and Copperway Trails. The hikes not 
only promote exercise, but tell the history of sites along the 
trails. The hikes were recorded and placed on the Butte Silver 
Bow YouTube channel. 



   Collaborative Events  
The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives and  
Geographical Information Systems Department 
(GIS) collaborated to map the roads of Butte-Silver 
Bow.  The Road Attribution Project was funded 
through a Montana Land Information Act (MLIA) 
grant. The grant called for the transcription and 
analysis of road information within the historic 
Commissioner Minute Books (1883-1956), the plat 
files, historic maps, and other related historic  
documents. The information was placed within a 
database and then mapped over the E911 Street 
Centerline geodatabase.  The records created 
through this project are digital files (PDF), excel 
files, photographs, maps, and are stored on servers 
at GIS and the Butte-Silver Bow Archives.   
 
Walter Barber and John Daniel Holland were the 
two specialists who transcribed the historic  
record and mapped the roads.   





   Grants & Special Projects 



All Nations      
All Nations was a collaborative project with Montana Preservation Alliance, Butte Broadcasting,  
Butte-Silver Bow Archives, and the people of the represented communities.    
 
This was a multi-year project to gather the history and ephemera that represents the ethnic heritage of 
the Mining City. In 2019, the All Nations Project engaged four underrepresented ethnic groups: the  
Germans, Jewish, Finnish, and Hispanic communities of Butte through storytelling workshops and 
interviews. The workshops and interviews were held and exhibits were displayed in 2019; the exhibits in 
2020.  The project was funded by the Montana Cultural Trust, The National Endowment for the        
Humanities, The Greater Montana Foundation, and the Friends of the Butte Archives.   
 
The final component of this project included four 1-hour radio programs that presented the rich story of 
the four nationalities.  The All Nations workshops recorded many poignant stories and memories of the 
experience of these communities, and these recordings served as the foundation of the radio spots. The 
narratives of each ethnic group were composed, while audio clips were edited by Ron Davis of Butte 
Broadcasting.  Early in 2020, Butte Broadcasting produced four 48-minute programs for each  
nationality.  The programs were aired as a series of weekly broadcasts beginning in April on KBOW’s 
Party Line—the longest running daily talk show in the Northwestern United States. The series reached 
thousands in Southwest Montana and a listener as far away as Italy. The station saw an immediate  
response from listeners following each program, with additional stories shared by the listening public for 
days afterward. The stories can be listened to and shared at https://buttearchives.org/all-nations/.  



  Verdigris Project      

Verdigris Project has been a collaboration with KBMF and the Butte America Foundation.  Verdigris  
Project includes three distinct radio series that draw from hundreds of oral histories held at the 
Butte-Silver Bow Archives, audio productions that tell the story of Butte's mining and cultural history to a 
national radio/online audience, as well as the recording and transcription of 100 new oral histories.  To 
date, 85 oral histories have been collected by the Verdigris team of Clark Grant and Aubrey Jaap.    
This project benefits and engages community members in Butte by widening the public's appreciation of 
the Humanities through oral history. The project not only addresses Montana's cultural diversity but  
uses it as a focal point to better understand the immigrant experience in Montana in the 20th century. 
Many of the new oral histories concentrate on immigrant stories and the work that immigrants found 
once they arrived in Montana.  
 
This oral history collection is significant as a continuation of previous efforts to preserve the voices of  
miners and their families and will also serve as a source for new research in the future when historians 
(and others) are curious about events on the Butte hill from 1980-2020.  The Butte America Foundation 
was awarded a $30,000 challenge grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities and was 
matched through fundraising efforts of Butte America Foundation and the Friends of the Butte Archives.  
 
Visit verdigrisproject.org to listen to the recordings, read the transcripts, or to learn more information. 



     Butte History in the Classroom 

A key component of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives mission is to work with educators at all levels  
to enhance the classroom experience using our archival collections. The Archives; experience has taught 
us if K-12 students have an educational experience with us, they continue to use Archives throughout 
their continued education. Under the Covid-19 restrictions, our facility was closed to our local and  
regional students.  The Archives curriculum to bring local history into the classroom called for a  
hands-on project focused on 40 social history topics using primary and secondary archival sources to   
inform on a series of educational activities. This program works in conjunction with a facility tour and 
instructions in the care and handling of fragile manuscripts. In 2020, our student activities were  
canceled and access to the archival holdings barred to K-12 students.   
 
In order to meet this goal, the Archives  applied for and received a $26,000 grant from the National  
Endowment for the Humanities—Cares Act which assisted in job retention and creation.  With this 
grant, the Archives placed our educational materials online.  The downloadable package is   
supplemented with a virtual tour of the facility and educational information about the care and handling 
of archival materials. Please visit www.buttearchives.org  to view the curriculum materials.  
 



  Humanities Montana Grant      

The Friends of the Butte Archives received a  
Humanities Montana Grant through the Cares Act.  
This $5,000 grant paid for the Archives to place our 
static Irish Exhibits online.  The grant afforded the 
Archives to hire Lexi Kautzman and Traolach 
O’Riordain to move the current exhibit materials to 
the online platform hosted by Pass It Down. The  
Electronic Irish Research Experience (EIRE) is a 
learning platform for the Irish American experience. 
EIRE utilizes high quality content to create new 
communities of learners and strengthen existing   
research on the Irish diaspora. Through this         
platform, EIRE preserves the culture of Ireland’s 
people through stories and historic record, while   
inviting new generations to engage in the culture 
and history of Irish America. This project will launch 
in 2021.   



      Film Transfer 

Jim McCarthy, Friends of the Archives member and 
volunteer, has been working diligently on the  
transferring of film to a digital format. Jim has been 
focusing on a collection of films of football games       
donated to the Archives from Butte High School of 
football games. He focused his efforts on providing   
digitized film footage of the games from 1970 and 1995 
for the Silver B’s and Golden B’s induction ceremonies. 
In total, Jim has digitized 116 sports films from Butte 
High.  
 
He has also digitized six films that belonged to John 
“The Yank” Harrington, as well as four films from the  
A. J. Davis family.  



   Collections        

 
The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives actively collects manuscripts, photographs, and          
government records pertaining to the history of Butte-Silver Bow. The Archives holds over 
15,000 collections. The collections are comprehensive and interrelated and provide dynamic 
insights into the history of the second industrial revolution (the electrification of America) and 
the history of copper mining. Butte is the mecca of Montana history, which can be                
documented through our collections. 
 
The records and manuscripts in the care of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives provide     
essential information on a number of subjects in the American West, including the history of 
technology, environmental history, the history of women and minority groups, and labor     
history.  
 
Of the 195 collections accessioned during 2020,  the following stand out as representing some 
of the most diverse. 

 



      Chester Reeves Collection  
This collection contains the correspondence of Chester 
Reeves to his mother and other family members. Chester  
began writing the letters when he left Illinois in 1909 and  
continued to correspond with his family throughout his life. The letters 
were written from a variety of locations including: Cordova and Moline, 
Illinois; Seattle, Washington; Missoula and Butte, Montana; and military 
bases in France and England. 
 
Materials are primarily textual, with approximately 250  
handwritten letters, most with their original envelopes, and a small  
number of postcards. Some photographic material is also present. 
Chester Dudley Reeves was born in September 1891 at the Oak Cliff 
Ranch in Cordova, Illinois. He left Illinois for Reed Hill, Canada around 
the age of 17, and stayed there for around 3 years. He registered for the 
draft in Illinois in 1918 and served overseas for a year during World War 
I. He was discharged from the military in Missoula, Montana in 1919. 
 
In 1922, Chester Reeve married Elizabeth Shields in Butte, Montana. He worked for the Milwaukee 
Railroad as a station master in Butte until the time of his death. Chester died in 1935 at age 43 and is 
buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery. 



   Frank Gardner Collection 

A Butte native, J. Frank Gardner is a past president of Montana  
Resources, an open pit copper mining operation in Butte, Montana. 
Gardner graduated from Butte High School and earned an  
engineering degree from Montana College of Mineral Science and 
Technology (Montana Tech) in 1961. The following year, Gardner 
joined the Anaconda Copper Mining Company, and for the next 
twelve years, he held increasingly responsible positions in  
underground and pit operations. Gardner went to Sar Cheshmeh, 
Iran in 1974, as assistant mine manager and remained there for 
three years prior to joining Lornex Mining Company of British  
Columbia in a senior management position. He returned to Butte in 
1979, to become manager of open pit operations for the Anaconda 
Minerals Company. In 1981, he was named operations support  
manager, and later that year became general manager of Butte  
operations. Gardner was promoted to general manager of Montana 
operations shortly thereafter when all Anaconda Minerals Company 
operations in Montana were consolidated under his direction. 



Gardner was largely responsible for, and very instrumental in, convincing Dennis Washington to  
restart mining in the Continental Pit in Butte when the fledgling company named Montana  
Resources, Inc. was formed in 1985. In 1986, he was named president of that company which proved 
to be highly successful under his leadership. In 1989, ASARCO Incorporated became a partner in the 
mine.  Gardner remained president until his retirement in 1997. He continued to serve as a member of 
the management committee for the partnership and remained committed to the Butte mining  
operation. 
 
Under Gardner's leadership, Montana  
Resources  was an important part of the Butte 
and Montana economies.  
 
In 2003, Gardner came out of retirement to 
serve as president of Montana Resources when 
the mine in Butte reopened after a temporary 
closure in the early 2000s. He left that position 
at the end of 2004, but again continued to 
serve on the mine's management committee. 
 
Gardner and his wife, Arlis, divide their time 
between their home in Missoula, Montana and 
their cabin in Wise River, Montana. 



Girl Scouts Collection   
 

This collection documents the activities of Butte's Girl Scout troops from the formation of the first troop 
in 1922 until the 1970s. Helen Crawley initiated the process with an application for a Girl Scout  
captaincy in May 1921. The first troop was organized at the East Side Neighborhood House and  
registered in March 1922. The first Girl Scout camp opened July 31, 1924, on land donated by Harriet 
Armstrong. Mrs. Armstrong suggested that the site be designated Camp Castle Rock. In September 
1926, fundraising was begun for the construction of a lodge. In May 
1927, First Lady Lou Henry Hoover came to Butte and officiated at 
the laying of the hearth stone for the lodge.  
 
Topics represented in the collection are the history of the  
organization in Butte, facilities and activities at Camp Castle Rock, 
and projects supported by Girl Scout troops through the years. 



 
This collection documents the history of the family of Father  
William Dornbos. Father Dornbos was born in 1942. He graduated 
from Butte Boys' Central in 1960 and from Carroll College in 1964. 
He was a member of the Ordination Class of 1968 of St. Thomas  
Seminary in Seattle, Washington, and served as priest in parishes in 
Montana, including Butte.   
 

This collection consists of graduation 
diplomas and certificates, photographs 
of family, as well as photos of the  
Immaculate Conception choir, circa 
1955, and graduating class, 1955. There 
are also two photographs of the  
interior of a Safeway store, circa 1934, 
when John A. Dornbos was manager 
of the store. Other items include two 
portraits of Dornbos and his mother, Elsie Dornbos, and commemorative 
medallions and cups for accomplishments within the Dornbos family. 

   Father William Dornbos Collection    



David Emmons Collection    

Dr. David M. Emmons served on the faculty of the Department of History at the University of      

Montana. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Colorado, Boulder. His research efforts have         

focused on the related themes of immigration, ethnicity, and the culture of work. He is the author of 

The Butte Irish: Class and Ethnicity in an American Mining Town, 1875-1925. He is also the author 

of Beyond the American: the Irish in the West, 1845-1910, Garden in the Grasslands: The Boomer         

Literature of the Central Plains, and several articles on immigration and immigrant workers in the 

West. 

Dr. Emmons’ collection reflects professional and personal interest in environmental issues in Butte 

and the surrounding area caused by mining and smelting activities. Much of the research is related to 

court cases, including the United States v. Atlantic Richfield, for which Emmons produced expert   

reports, Gregory A. Christian, et al. v. BP Amoco Corporation, et al., and Corcoran v. Atlantic         

Richfield. Emmons collected copies of historical records, correspondence, professional papers,    

newspaper items, and scientific studies.  

A portion of the material is handwritten notes and data collected from various sources, including  

censuses, city directories, tax records, and organizational records of the Friends of Irish Freedom, 

Ancient Order of Hibernians, and Robert Emmet Literary Association.  



This collection contains records of the membership 
and activities of the First Baptist Church of Butte, 
Montana, which served the community for 133 years. 
The bulk of the records document changes in church 
membership, general business operations,  
social activities, and community outreach. 
 
Significant topics include early Butte church  
members, the Baptist denomination in Butte,  
continuity of faith-based services in Butte, and  
Sunday school attendance in the mid-late 20th 
 century. 
 
Materials are textual photographic and include 
ledgers, minute books, Sunday school records,  
scrapbooks with news clippings and print  
photographs, bound service programs, newsletters, 
financial and legal documents, and commemorative 
poster boards. 

First Baptist Church Collection    



   Bibliography  

Larry Ohman, The Lady in Room Number Nine. Self-published, 2020 

Paul G. Ulrich, Frederick Augustus Heinze: A Copper King's Life Revisited. Self-published, 2020. 

     Books 

Cory Walsh, “The Murder of Frank Little”, Death In The West. Summer 2020. 

Nora Saks, “Richest Hill: We Wear Butte Proudly on Our Skin”, Episode 10. Montana Public Radio.        

December 2020. 

           Podcasts 

     Blogs & Websites 
Fôrt +Hom, “The O’Rourke Buildings Parts 1 and 2” 

Covellite Film Festival, sponsorship and history of film and theaters in Butte 

Puget Sound Theatre Organ Society 



“Mining City Reflections” KBMF 2020  

“Legends and Legacies” KAAR, KMBR, 2020 

“Butte’s Jewish Community”, KBOW, 2020  

“Butte’s German Community”, KBOW 2020 

“Bute’s Finnish Community”, KBOW 2020 

“Butte’s Hispanic Community”, KBOW 2020    

      Radio 

 

Laurie Robins, “The Road to Recovery,” Temple Bar Gallery + Studios, Dublin 

“Saints and Sinners: Women Breaking Tradition” Western Heritage Center, Billings, Montana. 

            Exhibits        



   Bibliography  

BLDC, Butte Elevated local ad campaign 

Montana PBS: Great Montana Women 

Laudato, Anthony, Producer Ross, Carol, “Oldest Chinese Restaurant in America,” CBS  

Sunday Morning, November 22, 2020 9:59 A.M.      

Emeigh, John, Butte Dealt with Deadly Pandemic More Than 100 Years Ago.  KXLF News,  

July 17, 2020 7:29 P.M.  

Quinn, Mackenzie, Decades of Butte Yearbooks for Sale at Public Archives.  KTVM News,  

July 14, 2020.  

Haack, McKayla, Last Finn Town Building Reopens Butte Archives Celebrates Finnish Culture.  

KTVM News, Wednesday February 19, 2020.   

McCarthy, Brooke, Butte Archives Pays Tribute to Last Remnants of Historic Finnish Neighbor-

hood.  ABC Fox Montana, February 20, 2020. 

     Television 



Minton, Gretchen E., “Shakespeare in Frontier and Territorial Montana, 1820-1889,” Montana  

Magazine of Western History, 70: 2. Montana Historical Society, Summer 2020. 

Wandler, Cole, “On the Wing: The Success of Montana’s Warm Springs Game Bird Farm, 1929-1983,” 

Montana Magazine of Western History, 70: 3. Montana Historical Society, Autumn 2020. 

Ewert, Jolene. Ghost Towns of Montana and Beyond, Winter 2020/21. 

Rusher, Doug, Drip Points, Official Magazine of the National Insulator Association 

Keegan, Brennan, “Marian Devotion in the Post-Industrial West,” U.S. Catholic Historian,  

38:2, Catholic University Press, Spring 2020. 

Gibson, Richard I., Mining City History, weekly column in the Montana Standard. (52 columns) 

Croisant, Stevie, “120 Years of Oredigger History,” M News  (Montana Technological University),  

Fall 2020.  

Croisant, Stevie, “The Women Miners of Montana Tech,” M News  (Montana Technological 

 University), Fall 2020. 

      Magazines 



   Bibliography  

Madison Martinez, Butte Beauties, MSU-Billings. 

Max Kubisiak, Final project for graduate seminar, Loyola Marymount University. 

Margaret Mary Walsh, Handing Down the Heritage: Preserving Irish Diasporic Identities in the  

Festival City of Montana, M.A. Thesis in Anthropology, University of Montana.  

Beck, George, K. Jr., A Memoir, 2020.  

Millbrook, Anne, Three Mines: The Early Career of Joseph Pardee, Bureau of Mines & Geology 

 Butte, 2019.  

Wood, Anthony, Erosion of the Racial Frontier: Settler Colonialism & the History of Black  

Montana 1880-1930.  

Ulrich, Paul G., Montana Stories, Presentation of Montana history for the Montana Men’s  

Luncheon Group, Phoenix, AZ. 2014-2021.  

Jones, Mike, Lake Avoca, Home Atherton, Elizabeth Warren, Englewood, Odd Conflagrations,  

and Cornish Wrestling in Old Butte, family history. 

Ryan, Ciara, Sean 'Irish' O'Suilleabhain: Butte's Irish Bard, in North American Gaels, 

 McGill-Queen’s University Press. 

     Academic Works 





The mission of the Clark Chateau is to preserve the historic building under the ownership of Butte-Silver 

Bow and encourage its active use by providing a space and support for the community and visitors to 

gather and engage in cultural, artistic, and humanities programming. The Root & the Bloom Collective, a 

humanities non-profit, provides art and culture programing for youth and adults in the Chateau to ensure 

the building’s relevance and evolution.   

 

 

   Clark Chateau      

2020 Summary 

821  Total Visitors  

17  Volunteer Hours 

2  Exhibits  

55  Public Programs 

18  Public Classes  

8  Events 



     Chateau Programming 

The Ballroom Players 

The Ballroom Players is an ensemble of local actors, directors, and playwrights, who collaborate on public 
play readings and new play/screenplay development projects. The Clark Chateau and The Root & The 
Bloom, in light of recent gathering restrictions, have converted the Ballroom Players series into a radio 
play format, the first of which aired in November on KBMF, The Thin Man Series: The Case of the Goofy 
Groom.  This production included 5 actors, a director and musician. It was broadcast 3 times over 
Thanksgiving weekend to the Butte area.  The Clark Chateau continued this series with a second radio 
play titled Golden Valley Radio Presents: A Christmas Carol 1933  broadcast during the week of        
Christmas. 

Ukulele Jam Sessions  

The “Uptown Ukes” group is an informal meetup of ukulele players. They meet every other Wednesday 
evening and range from 10-12 players. The Uptown Ukes have switched to an online meeting format     
using Zoom.  They have been successfully meeting online or outdoors and socially distanced since April.  

Mary MacLane Book Club 

Beginning in July, the Clark Chateau started the Mary MacLane Book Club, which celebrates women 
authors from diverse backgrounds and historical contexts. The Book Club meets monthly online and   
participates in a forum style discussion.  



Filming 

The Clark Chateau hosted two production companies who used the building for two commercial film 
projects during August and November. The Clark Chateau staff oversaw all film crew activity while 
they were on location to provide guidance on how the building may be appropriately used according to 
the preservation standards set forth by the Butte-Silver Bow County Historic Preservation Officer and 
the Butte Silver Bow Public Archives. 

The film crew use highlighted a need for a better rental contract to meet the Chateau’s need and      
provided important rental revenue during the Covid-19 closure.  

 

Grants 

The Root & The Bloom was awarded a generous grant from Superfund Advisory and Redevelopment 
Trust Authority (SARTA) in the amount of $20,991 for Chateau building improvements and long-term 
preservation. This grant was used to refinish and repair the hardwood floor in the 4th floor ballroom 
and to remove and replace worn carpets in the 3rd floor Shriners room. The stairwell and hallways 
leading to the 4th floor from the 3rd floor were repainted with a historic paint scheme. Over the course 
of the winter, the last phase of this grant was the replacement of the Washington Street door which is a 
unique thickness and has many historic components such as the hinges, doorknob plate, and lockset.  
This grant provided Chateau staff the capacity to stay busy and improve the Chateau appearance as 
well as preserve the historic fabric of the building in 2020.    

 



     Chateau Staff  

Cari An Coe is the Chateau’s Program Director. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science 

at UCLA in 2008 and worked as an assistant professor at Lewis & Clark College from 2009-

2015, before returning to her hometown of Butte in 2016. Her academic research focused on 

environmental policy in Vietnam and developing countries and her teaching experience       

fostered interdisciplinary explorations of the arts, humanities and social sciences.   

Christine Martin is the Chateau’s Curator. She studied Fine Art and Art History at OSU 

and Printmaking at UM. Her previous experience includes: gallery sales at The Mansfield Art 

Center and The Art Works on Main; steward of the print shop at the IBRC; and longtime 

teaching artist of printmaking, life drawing and studio arts. Her work has shown at the Pearl 

Conard Art Gallery, The Mansfield Art Center, The Foreground Gallery, and other national 

shows. She has been featured in several publications, and in 2019, she was selected for solo            

exhibitions in Butte’s Carle Gallery and the Stoplight Art Gallery in Anaconda. 



Aubrey Jaap serves as the Archives Assistant Director. She coordinates the  
Archives digitization  efforts, as well as manages the Archives social media outreach 
programs. Recently, she worked with the University of Montana’s Irish Studies  
Program to curate an exhibit titled Erin’s Exiled Children: Irish America and the 
Road to the Rising. She is a successful grant writer, with the most recent being a  
National Historical Publications and Records Commission grant to catalog and  
preserve the C. Owen Smithers Collection. Aubrey is a member of the Montana State 
Historical Records Advisory Board. She holds a BS in Public Relations.  
 

  Archives Staff  
 
Ellen Crain has served as the Director of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives since 
1990. Under her leadership, the Archives successfully executed a $7.5 million capital  
project to build an archival vault and       restore the Historic Fire Department that the  
Archives called home. Ellen has co-edited three books: Images of America: Butte, 
2009; Motherlode: Legacy of Women’s Lives &  Labors in Butte, Montana, 2005; 
and Remembering Butte, Montana’s Richest City, 2001. Ellen is a graduate of  
Montana Tech. 



 
Harriet Schultz is the Archives’ Senior Technical Archivist. She received her  
Masters of Library and Information Sciences from the University of Alabama.  
Harriet has worked as a librarian at the University of Louisiana, Lafayette, the  
Mobile Public Library, and the Dauphin Island Sea Lab of the Alabama Consortium 
of Marine and Environmental Sciences. Harriet has been with the Archives since 
2003. 

 
Lindsay Mulcahy  is the Archives Administrative Assistant. She has worked in 
many aspects of Butte’s historical community including guided tours and as curator 
for the World Museum of Mining. She also worked for Zena Beth McGlashan and has 
an excerpt published in the Afterword of the Biography of F. August Heinze: Copper 
King at War. Lindsay co-instructs the Butte History Adult Education Course and is 
vice-chairwoman of Butte Historical Memorials. Lindsay has a BA in History from 
Montana State University.  



 
 
Cara Mooney joined the Archives in 2017 as an intern to assist in the cataloging 
and preservation of the C. Owen Smithers Photograph Collection. In 2019, Cara  
became a permanent employee of the Archives working as an Archives Technician. 
Cara has a B.A. in Liberal Studies from the University of Montana and an MLIS with a 
specialty in Archives Management from Simmons College. 
 

 

  Archives Staff  
 
Kim Murphy Kohn is the Archives Scheduler, managing rentals and meetings in 
the Archives  auditorium. Her experience in historic research and documentation and 
in records management provide her with the skills needed to accession and catalog the 
smaller collections that are acquired by the Archives. She oversees the Brown Bag 
Lunch speaker series, bringing in speakers on local history, culture, and geology. Kim 
holds a B.A. in Historic Preservation from Mary Washington College, Fredericksburg 
Virginia, and is  pursuing her M.A. in History from Montana State University. 
 





  Board of Directors  
Brian Holland is an attorney heading up the Butte office of the Crowley Fleck law firm. He joined the 
Crowley firm in 2004 after serving as Senior Counsel with the Montana Power Company Legal Department, 
where he began work in 1992. Prior to that position, he was in private practice in Seattle for four years and was 
with the Butte-Silver Bow County Attorney’s Office for four years. Brian is a Butte native who graduated from 
the University of Montana Law School in 1982, with his undergraduate degree in Economics from Carroll  
College in 1978.  

 
Sara Sparks was born and educated in Butte. She is a graduate of Butte Central High School and Montana 
Tech, where she earned a degree in Occupational Safety and Health. She was a Remedial Project Manager for 
the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency for more than 31 until her retirement in 2018. During her time at 
the EPA, she worked on addressing human health and environmental issues at sites throughout Montana. Sara 
has served on the Archives board for a number of years. She also is involved with the Board of Directors for the 
Granite Mountain Memorial and Our Lady of the Rockies.  
 

Marissa Newman is a native Montanan and is retired as a realtor with McLeod Realtors in Butte. Marissa 
is a founding member of the Friends of the Butte Archives. She has been active as a community volunteer,  
involved with the Public Radio Transmission Project, Butte Junior League, and the University of Montana  
Grizzly Scholarship Association.  

 
Laurel Egan is a native of Butte and a professional artist and member of the Main Stope  
Gallery in Butte, Montana. Formerly, she was a medical librarian at St. James Healthcare for more than 25 
years. She received her Master of Library and Information Science from the University of Alabama, and her 
B.A. from the University of Montana, Missoula. She continues to be involved in community efforts through the 
arts, as well as advocating for children and family wellness and mental health programs.   



Bill McKenzie joined the Archives board in October of 2013. He retired from Northwestern  
Energy in 2014 after being their Accounting Manager for 10 years. Prior to joining Northwestern, Bill spent 26 
years in various financial and accounting     management positions with the former Montana Power Company. 
Bill is a Butte native and a graduate of the University of Montana with a B.S. degree in Financial Management.  

 
 

 
Lee Whitney grew up in the Dublin Gulch on Butte’s northside. Her fondness for the Gulch led her to  
co-author a book entitled Butte’s Irish Heart. Following the book’s publication, Lee secured funding for an  
interpretive signage project that memorialized the Gulch and three other neighborhoods in the area   
surrounding St. Mary’s Church.  Lee retired from the Archives as Assistant Director after being closely in-
volved in the  renovation and construction project that made the Archives a quintessential archival facility in 
the Northwest. 
 

 

Abby Peltomaa is the Superfund Data Specialist for Butte-Silver Bow. She is also an adjunct professor at 
Montana Tech in the Biology Department. Prior to these positions, she worked for the Clark Fork Watershed 
Education Program, Montana FWP and Montana State University. Abby was born and raised in Butte where 
she attended Butte High School, and then went on to earn her Bachelor of Science in biological sciences at       
Montana Tech. Abby then earned her Masters of Science degree in wildlife disease ecology from the University 
of Montana. Being raised in Butte, Abby has a love for Butte’s rich   history. She enjoys talking about Butte’s 
history to her family, students, and little ones.  



Friends of the Butte Archives 

 
The Friends of the Butte Archives is a private non-profit charged with supporting the activities of the 
Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives.   
 

The Friends of the Archives continues the binding of the newspapers as well as digitization of oral  
histories and magnetic tape.  The Friends has accepted $20,600  in grant funds for Butte-Silver Bow  
Archives projects.  Those projects have paid for interns to place the Irish exhibits online, to digitize and 
create an online piece for the Women’s Protective Union, to produce the All Nations Radio programs, 
and to further the Archives mission.    
 
The Friends provided funds to match the Verdigris Project, purchased new computers for the public, flat 
files and helped to underwrite the Hike through History.   
 
The Friends of the Archives is a private non-profit in good standing in the State of Montana. The financial 
records of the Friends are reviewed annually by Prigge and Otten PC and are available upon request. 
 



In 2020, the Friends of the Butte Archives offered the first Carrie Johnson Fellowship as well as the  
Carrie Johnson Research Stipend. The successful candidates spent the Summer of 2020 in the Archives 
researching the collections.  All three recipients provided new research on great Butte topics and will  
further disseminate the history of Butte to new audiences.  Both the fellowship and the stipend will build 
the Archives bibliography and promote the history of Butte. 

 
Gwen Lockman, a doctoral candidate at the University of Texas at Austin and fellowship  
recipient, wrote her dissertation titled Miners and Musicians: Rethinking Company 
Towns and Unionism Through the Butte Mines Band 1887-1953. 

 
The stipend was awarded to John Conlan who is researching the  
Emmet Guards and the role of the Robert Emmet Literary Society 
(RELA) in the Butte community.  John is giving the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and the RELA collection a new perspective.    
 

Attorney, author, and fellowship recipient, Brenda Wahler, penned a book titled 
Marcus Daly, Horseman:  The Copper King’s Racing Empire.  Brenda has  also  
written  Montana Horse Racing: A History.  



Jim McCarthy was born and raised in Butte and graduated from the University of Montana with a B.A. in 
History and Political Science. He was employed by Butte-Silver Bow for 35 years as Park Superintendent and 
Road Foreman, until he retired in 2009. Jim volunteers at the Archives and was an integral part of moving the 
Archives from its temporary location to the newly renovated building. He also helps with the Butte Adult  
Education classes on history and is an advisor for Butte High’s Montana History Club.  

 

  Friends of the Archives Board Members 
 
Jim Michelotti is a Butte native who grew up in the Meaderville and McQueen neighborhoods. He is a 
graduate of Boys’ Central High School and Carroll College with a B.S. in Mathematics. He continued his  
education, achieving an M.S. in Computer Science and an M.B.A. in Business Administration. Jim worked for 
Boeing in Washington and IBM in Butte before taking a position with Montana Tech. He spent the next 30 
years working in administration with the college and teaching computer science. Jim volunteers with the  
Archives and the Knights of Columbus and maintains a passion for Butte history. He is an active member of the 
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge, an Italian organization that has roots in Butte back to the late 1880s.  

Bill McKenzie joined the Friends of the Butte Archives board in 2019. He retired from Northwestern  
Energy in 2014 after being their Accounting Manager for 10 years. Prior to joining Northwestern, Bill spent 
 26 years in various financial and accounting management positions with the former Montana Power  
Company. Bill is a Butte native and a graduate of the University of Montana with a B.S. degree in Financial  
Management. 



Bob Chamberlin is a retired businessman who worked in the drilling and pump industry for over 45 years. 
Bob graduated from Butte High in 1965, participating in both track and cross country. He was a member of the 
1963 state championship track team and the 1964 state championship cross country team, in which both teams 
were inducted into the Butte Sports Hall of Fame. He then went to the University of Montana on a cross  
country scholarship. He graduated from the University of Montana in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Personnel Management. Bob has served on the boards for the Montana Water Well  Association, Big  
Brothers Big Sisters, Butte Country Club, and is a volunteer at the Butte Archives. 

Scott Juskiewicz is the Director of the Montana Tech Library and faculty member of the library since 
2008. He received his B.A. in History from Ithaca College in 1993 and his master’s in information science 
(MSIS) from the University at Albany in 2005. Prior to joining the faculty at Montana Tech, Scott worked at 
the New York State Library and the E.S. Bird Library at Syracuse University. 

Cheryl Ackerman was born and raised in Butte, having graduated from Butte High School, and attended 
Montana Tech. She has been employed at the Butte-Silver Bow Chamber of Commerce for the last 9 years.    
Growing up in Butte, Cheryl knows that Butte is known as the “Richest Hill on Earth”.  Since working at the 
Chamber she has rediscovered the historic and architectural riches Butte has to offer. Cheryl enjoys sharing 
this information with the many visitors that pass through the Chamber doors all year long. She is an avid  
photographer; creatively promoting Butte (past and present) through her pictures. Cheryl has also worked 
with local schools and community groups to promote Butte through video photo stories. 



Dianna Porter was born and raised in Butte, graduated from St. Mary’s grade school, Girls’ Central, and 
St. Mary’s College in Leavenworth, Kansas. She has a master’s degree in gerontology and a law degree. 
Throughout her career, she has worked in the aging field in policy development, education, direct service, and  
advocacy. She has published numerous articles pertaining to aging issues and two books–one a textbook on 
Gerontology and Geriatrics (contributor and co-editor); the other on her 4-year experience advising the  
Republic of Macedonia on creating a pension system. She returned to Butte upon retirement in 2008 and 
served on the Montana Public Employees Retirement Board, initiating the development of a Code of Conduct. 

  Friends of the Archives Board Members 
Greg Black was born in Kansas and grew up in Columbia, Missouri until moving to Butte as a teenager.  He 
has a B.A. degree in History from Whitman College, did post-graduate studies in History and Diplomacy at 
George Washington University, and received a J.D. degree from the University of Montana in 1979.  He returned 
to Butte and practiced law for 38 years at one firm, Corette, Black, Carlson and Mickelson, specializing in civil 
litigation.  Now happily retired, Greg spends his time in volunteer activities and engages in outdoor pursuits .  

Kathy Morris was born and raised in Butte. Her formal education includes a B.A. in Education from the 
University of Montana and M.A. in Computers in Education from Columbia University, New York.  During 
the 1984-85 school year, the Butte School District #1 granted Kathy a sabbatical leave to pursue her master’s 
degree. She was a first-grade teacher for 31 years before retiring. After completing her volunteer  project, 
landscaping the Babyland section of the Holy Cross cemetery in Butte, Kathy completed the Master  
Gardener program through the Montana State Extension Office. 
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