2021 Annual Report
Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives

Mission
•

Be the official repository for all non-current government records of Butte-Silver Bow.

•

Acquire, maintain and preserve historical documents, photographs, and manuscripts
pertaining to the history of Butte-Silver Bow.

•

Provide public access to the document and manuscript collections at the Archives.

•

Work with educators to enhance the classroom experience.

•

Provide service to the preservation community of Butte-Silver
Bow.

•

Oversee and manage the Charles Clark Chateau.

“Butte people measure their wealth in the richness of the culture, their value as
workers, their strength in family and friends– a valuable and lasting prosperity.”
-A Butte Woman

Governance
The Archives is governed by a seven-member Board of Directors and staffed by
three full-time and five part-time professional staff, in addition to 49 volunteers.

Facilities
The Archives department maintains two major nationally significant historic facilities—the
Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives at 17 West Quartz Street and the Clark Chateau at 321 West
Broadway Street.
The Archives is housed in a Fire Hall constructed in 1900 that is on the National Register of Historic
Places. The Archives was transformed into a state-of-the-art archival facility in 2010. The Charles
Clark Chateau was constructed in 1898. This 4-story house with 26 rooms is on the National
Register of Historic Places.

Year In Review
Public Access
2,234

Researchers

311

Research requests answered by staff

10,401

Website visitors

3,768

Volunteer hours logged

Programming & Social Outreach
14

Brown Bag Lunches

166

Auditorium events

2,519

Auditorium patrons

3

Presentations to local and statewide groups

1

Exhibit

7

Grant awards supporting $46,383 of Archives’ projects

116,324

Social Media Reach

6,089

Facebook followers

1,661

Instagram followers

Acquisitions
179

Collections accessioned

27

Publications added to bibliography

25

Oral histories collected

16,046

Pages of government record scanned

87

Film reels transferred to digital

9

Transfers of government record

Programming

W.A. Clark & the Art of the Gilded Age
The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives and the
Montana Museum of Art and Culture were
pleased to present seven masterpieces from
the collection of Senator William Andrews
Clark at the Archives in Summer 2021. On
display were paintings from the Renaissance to
the Industrial Age by significant European
artists including French painters Jean-Charles
Cazin, Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot, Jules
Dupré, Jean-Honoré Fragonard, and the
Englishman Thomas Gainsborough.
The works in the exhibition are a testament to
the opulent taste and lifestyle of their collector.
At the turn of the last century, Senator Clark
surrounded himself with works by Europe’s
most sought-after artists. Upon his death, he left his art collection to the Corcoran Gallery of Art in the
nation’s capitol and in 2014, the Corcoran distributed the art works to museums and institutions,
including the Montana Museum of Art and Culture. The nine works that came to Montana are the only
ones outside the Washington D.C. area.

In conjunction with the gallery, the Archives hosted a series of
speakers. Dr. Rafael Chacon, Director of the Montana
Museum of Art and Culture and Professor of Art History and
Criticism, delivered the opening presentation, titled
A Question of Taste: Senator William Clark’s Art Collection.

Liz Brown, presented on her book, Twilight
Man: Love and Ruin in the Shadows of
Hollywood and the Clark Empire at the Clark
Carriage House, former home of William A. Clark
Jr., followed by a book signing at the Copper King
Mansion. This book focuses on the story of W.A.
Clark Jr. and his partner, Harrison Post. Brown is
the great-grandniece of Clark Jr.

W.A. Clark & the Art of the Gilded Age
Keith Edgerton, Professor and Chair of the Department of History at Montana State University-Billings,
held a presentation on Copper King William A. Clark at the Clark Chateau, as well as an appearance on
Party Line on KBOW 550AM.
Bill Dedman, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and co-author of Empty Mansions, held a book discussion
at the Clark Chateau on his book. He later gave a presentation, followed by a reception at the Copper
King Mansion.

Historic Preservation Officer,
Mary McCormick, led walking
tours through Uptown Butte
highlighting the architectural
legacy of the Clark family.

Brown Bag Lunch Series

In order to reach the maximum number of people safely, the Archives continued to host Brown Bag
Lunches on KBOW’s Party Line. From January through May, Archives staff member Kim Murphy Kohn
interviewed speakers in the studio to discuss topics related to Butte history and the Archives. After a
short summer suspension, live programming resumed in September, with a lecture and book signing by
Jerry Enzler, author of Jim Bridger: Trailblazer of the American West.
In an interactive presentation, Butte historian and educator Jim McCarthy brought to light a darker side
of Butte’s past. Based on extensive research and using historical artifacts and audience
participation, his presentation detailed legal hangings performed in Butte, as well as a few other
communities that used gallows during a tumultuous time in Montana’s past. Archives volunteer Jim
Michelotti talked about his research into five generations of his family, illustrating how he conducted the
research, with emphasis on the technical side of producing a book—the cost, software, using a
laptop and smart phone, digitizing photos, and more. Finally, Tony Roth from the Montana Bureau of
Mines and Geology (MBMG) gave an introductory level presentation explaining what the Butte Stope
Books are and what information the books hold. His talk also explained stope book symbology and why
the information in these books are important to Silver Bow County. The Butte archives holds 144 stope
books, 126 of which have been scanned by Tony for the MBMG.
The series continues to feature local speakers and attracts a dedicated audience who are interested in
learning about Butte’s history and how that history is found among the collections of the Butte
Archives.

Presentations
Archives staff led a tour
through Mount Moriah
Cemetery in October 2021
telling the stories of those
who are buried there.
Other presentations
throughout the year were
given to the Cornish
Cousins, Daughters of the
American Revolution, the
Butte Exchange Club, and
the Butte Retired
Teachers Club.

The Montana Historical Society held their
annual conference in Butte in September 2021.
Archives Director, Ellen Crain, was the plenary
speaker presenting on The Power of Place: Butte,
America. Assistant Director, Aubrey Jaap, with
Clark Grant, presented Verdigris: An Oral
History of Butte, while Lindsay Mulcahy with
Judy Chadwick and Karen Henningsen, presented
the Great Explosion of 1895.

Collaborative Events
The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives, with Chief
Executive J. P. Gallagher, and the Ancient Order of
Hibernians, welcomed Irish Ambassador, Daniel
Mulhall, with his wife, Greta, and San Francisco
General Consul, Robert O’Driscoll. The guests
were given a luncheon and spoke to a small crowd
about the strong relationship between Ireland and
Butte and Montana.

The Butte-Silver Bow IT Department and Parks
and Recreation worked with the Archives to
present “A Green Christmas”, featuring Coach Bob
Green reading “Twas the Night Before Christmas”.

The Archives has also been working closely with the
National Park Conservation Association
on establishing Butte as a National Historical Park,
along with other members of the community.

Hike through History is a
collaborative project between BSB
Departments: Parks & Recreation,
Health, Archives, and Superfund.
The hikes vary from popular trails
around Butte including Thompson
Park and Copperway Trails. The
hikes not only promote exercise, but
tell the history of sites along the
trails. The hikes were well-attended
and well-received.

Volunteer Appreciation
The Archives is grateful to have almost 50 volunteers! The volunteers work on a variety of projects,
including cleaning glass negatives, creating databases , transcribing oral histories, sorting collections,
researching, digitizing film, assisting patrons at the front desk, and more!
In May of 2021, the Archives held a Volunteer Clean Up and Appreciation Dinner. Volunteers and staff
spent a lovely afternoon weeding, cleaning, and planting outside the Archives. All were then welcomed
to a dinner catered by the Uptown Café.

Pop Up History Event
During the summer, the Archives partnered with the World Museum of Mining to sponsor a city-wide
pop-up sales event that focused on Butte’s history. The Butte History Tag Sale encouraged the public
to “buy a bit of Butte history” at participating historical and preservation-related organizations and
businesses. Participating organizations were the Butte Public Library, Elk’s Club, Mai Wah Society
Museum, and Butte Citizens for Preservation and Rehabilitation. Book
and antique sellers include 2nd Edition Books, Beautiful Things, Sassy’s
Antiques, How Novel, Isle of Books and Books, all uptown, and The
Corner Bookstore on Harrison Avenue. The Archives distributed a map
of the event and created a QR code to make it accessible using
smartphones. All participants reported a positive experience.

Grants & Special Projects

The Women’s Protective Union
The Women’s Protective Union virtual exhibit was funded by the Montana Community Foundation and the
Harbaugh Foundation.
Founded in June of 1890, the Women’s Protective Union was created to "elevate the sex intellectually,
morally and socially and to bring the members into closer relations with one another." It started with 33
members and would continue to grow, reaching it's peak of 1,149 members in 1955. The initial members
represented in the union had various occupations from working in boarding houses to waitresses to bucket
girls to nursemaids. The occupations represented continued to expand as the city grew.
The Women’s Protective Union was, in many ways, ahead of the women’s rights movement, and was
incredibly successful at protecting its members. They were able to ensure women were paid a fair wage,
protected from harassment, given sick leave, overtime pay, and even paid vacations. Although, the Women’s
Protective Union had a much wider agenda than improving working conditions.
They held job skill classes for its members, as well as classes in personal hygiene and childcare, among others.
Throughout its history, the WPU was well known for its progressive political and economic causes. They
endorsed national health insurance, unemployment insurance, and a national retirement system. The women
would also raise money for local improvements and would support their fellow trade union members in the
event of a strike.
The exhibit can be viewed at https://buttearchives.org/the-womens-protective-union/.

B’Nai Israel Heritage Program Feasibility Study

A feasibility study, led by Preserve Montana, the Butte Archives, and congregation member Janet
Cornish, was held this past year to create a long-term feasibility plan for a new management and
ownership framework for B’nai Israel Synagogue, funded in part by the Urban Revitalization Agency.
The study considered cultural and ethnic heritage programming in Butte and how the Temple B’nai
Israel can become a centerpiece for interpretation, exhibits, workshops, and programs reflecting the
cultural and ethnic heritage of the community. The goal is to transition the temple out of religious use to
an educational purpose, assess the building’s needs, strengthen the city’s cultural programs by
integrating this new venue with other programs, and establish a management structure that joins the
mission of a new cultural asset with the others.
Temple B’nai Israel is the most significant Jewish heritage property in Montana, a cultural anchor within
the Butte NHL that will soon shutter its doors. Built in 1903, it is the last of three synagogues that once
served Butte’s Jewish community. In the past century, Butte’s Jewish population has declined. Today
B’nai Israel’s congregation numbers just 14 and it has been decades since the temple had a rabbi. The
temple will soon join a half dozen other religious properties in Butte no longer serving in a secular role.
The B’nai Israel congregation has wrestled with how to preserve Butte’s Jewish heritage for over a
decade. In addition to the temple itself, there are collections in need of curation and security. With just 6
families remaining in Butte, it is a painful but necessary decision to transfer its ownership. The feasibility
process will define a new use and help ensure the temple’s preservation into the future.

Study

New use of Temple B’nai Israel will provide a base for exhibits and research celebrating cultural diversity
and giving Butte’s Jewish and other immigrant communities deserved recognition.

Collections
The Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives actively collects manuscripts, photographs, and
government records pertaining to the history of Butte-Silver Bow. The Archives holds over
15,000 collections. The collections are comprehensive and interrelated and provide dynamic
insights into the history of the second industrial revolution (the electrification of America) and
the history of copper mining. Butte is the mecca of Montana history, which can be
documented through our collections.
The records and manuscripts in the care of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives provide
essential information on a number of subjects in the American West, including the history of
technology, environmental history, the history of women and minority groups, and labor
history.
Of the 179 collections accessioned during 2021, the following stand out as representing some
of the most diverse.

Joe Bugni Collection
Items in this collection belonged to Joe Bugni, owner of the
Amherst Barber Shop. Items were removed from the Amherst
Barber Shop at 2206 Amherst Avenue in June 2021. Archives
staff members and volunteers took as much of the paper items
from the walls as possible, and some small artifacts. Larger
artifacts were taken to the World Museum of Mining.
Joe Bugni was born in Butte to James and Agnes Bugni in 1940.
He graduated from Butte Central High School in 1959, and
began working as a barber by 1960. By 1962, he had his own
barber shop on Harrison Avenue. In 1984, he opened the
Amherst Barber Shop at 2206 Amherst Avenue. Newspaper
advertisements for "Amherst Barber Shop - Joe the Barber"
appeared as recently as December 2019, indicating he worked
60 years as a barber. Joe was nicknamed the “Butcher of
Amherst,” even having signs made and business cards created
with the moniker.

Clement Liva Collection
Clement Liva was born as Ruggero Clemente Liva in Italy on September 16, 1878. He came to America
in 1900, settled among fellow Italians in Walkerville, and found work as a miner. He married Flora
DeLorenzo in 1903 in Centerville. Clement and Flora had four daughters and one son.
Census records and most city directory listings show Clement as a miner, but on the birth certificates
of the three children born in 1910, 1912, and 1914 his listed occupation is photographer. In the 1911
Butte City Directory, Clement is named as a partner of Wm E J Church in a photography business at
60 West Park Street in Butte. Church is no longer listed in subsequent years, and Clement Liva's
listings do not show an occupation again until 1915, when he is shown once more as a miner. Clement
Liva died on March 16, 1936. His death certificate shows him as a mine watchman.
This collection was donated by Clement’s grandsons, Bob and Dan Liva.

William E. Sielaff Collection
William Sielaff was born in Ohio in 1874 to German immigrant parents who moved the family to Idaho
when William was about 4. William was residing in Butte by 1896, performing with his violin at various
programmes while employed as a clerk at the Pacific Express Company. In 1899, in addition to a clerk
at the Pacific Express Company, Sielaff was advertising as the leader and manager of Sieloff's Orchestra,
located at 35 East Broadway. By 1905, Sielaff is proprietor of Renshaw Dancing Academy and leader of
Sielaff's Orchestra, located at 108-114 West Park Street. In 1906, Sielaff
was advertising for two bands, the Arion and Sielaff Orchestra and a
member of the American Federation of Musicians of the U.S.A.
Sielaff was a member of the renowned Montana State Band, Musicians
Association Local 241 and an amateur photographer. He belonged to
many fraternal organizations, including Improved Order of Red Men,
Elks BPOE 240 and the Loyal Order of Moose, Butte Lodge No. 431 as
well as unions such as Musicians Association Local 241.
By 1923, Sielaff was still a musician for hire, but also worked at the
American Express Office. By 1931, he was residing in Wendell, Idaho,
near his brothers and sisters. Sielaff passed away in 1936 at the age of 62
and is buried in Bellevue, Idaho.

Tom
TomMulcahy
MulcahyCollection
Collection
Tom was the classic working-class Butte Irish Catholic Union Democrat. Born to Maurice and
Catherine Mulcahy in 1932, he attended St. Mary’s Grade School and graduated from Butte Boys’
Central in 1950, always excelling in athletics. He was inducted three times into the Butte Sports Hall
of Fame - in 1993 as an individual and also in 1987 and 1993 as a member of two championship Hall of
Fame teams, the 1949 State Champion American Legion baseball team and the 1950 State Champion
Butte Central basketball team. Tom later attended Montana State College in Bozeman and then
Gonzaga University in Spokane. In addition to his Gonzaga degree, Tom also earned degrees from
Santa Clara University and the University of California-Berkley. His advanced degrees in theology,
sociology and languages served him through his life.
His professional baseball life began when he was signed in 1956 by the Pittsburg Pirates. Signing for
the Pirates at that ceremony was Bing Crosby. Tom was a lifetime member of the Association of
Professional Baseball Players of America, after playing professionally for the Hollywood Stars, Lincoln
and Topeka in the Western League, Spokane Indians and Lewiston in the Northwest League.
Following his graduation from Gonzaga, a Jesuit university, and a period of semi-pro and professional
baseball, Tom entered Mount St. Michael’s Seminary in 1957 and following that rigorous path was
ordained a Catholic priest of the Jesuit Order in 1968, in which he served for 15 years.

In Spokane during that period, Tom was Director of Student Activities at Gonzaga, but also spent
summers as batting practice pitcher for the Spokane Indians, then managed by Baseball Hall of Fame
manager Tommy Lasorda, with whom Tom developed a lifelong friendship.
Tom was called to work in the front office of the San Diego Padres, for whom he had scouted several
years. Living in San Diego and working in the Padres front
office for 20 years, Tom developed programs and raised
money so that underprivileged youth could attend Padres
games. He became deeply involved in community and
charitable affairs in San Diego. Naturally, because of his Butte
Irish history, Tom was a founder of the Annual San Diego St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, founder and board member of the Irish
Congress of Southern California and member-at-large for the
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. He also served on the Governing
Board of Mission Valley YMCA, and on the Boards of Directors
for the San Diego Muscular Dystrophy Association, the Nice
Guys of San Diego (charitable), Old Mission Beach Athletic
Club and the Kensington Fund for the Needy. Tom also was
founder and fundraiser for the Marine Family Christmas
Fund, a task to which he was dedicated to until his passing.
Each winter he coordinated a fund-raising golf tournament
in Yuma, AZ, to raise money to provide food assistance to
active service families in the San Diego area. Tom also was a
60+ year member of the Knights of Columbus.

Tom Mulcahy Collection
After ending his twenty years with the Padres, Tom took on restaurateur duties as co-owner of
Mulcahy’s San Diego as well as being the host at Bully’s. Many a tall tale was told in those venues,
often about Butte, for Tom was always expressing his pride in being from the Mining City. He then
retired to his hometown, where he lived in Butte’s Finlen Hotel.
In Butte, Tom was a board member of the Friends of the Butte Archives. He was an avid historian,
conductor of genealogical research, and an inveterate collector of historical memorabilia of all sorts.
As such, he has a large and ever-growing collection in the Butte Archives. In Butte, Tom also
coordinated biennial reunions of players from the old Copper League until their numbers dwindled.
Tom passed away in February 2021.

Mount
Haggin
Collection
Mount
Haggin
Collection
Fish, Wildlife, & Parks donated the Mount Haggin Collection to the Archives. This collection
documents the activities of the Mount Haggin Livestock Company from circa 1918-1972, and of the
Harrington and Drummond families who resided on and worked for the Livestock Company. The
records in this collection are primarily from the period of time that the Anaconda Copper Mining
Company owned the land that the ranches and ranges of the Livestock Company occupied.
Much of the forest in the area had been heavily logged in the early 1900’s when timber was harvested
to supply lumber to the Anaconda Copper Mining Company. Later, Dr. Henry C. Gardiner was hired

by the ACM to manage rural properties and to prove that ranching and farming could be carried on
profitably in the vicinity of the smelter. He was the principal witness in the famous Smoke War of 1907,
which the company won. Afterward, he formed the Mount Haggin Land and Livestock Company.
Gardiner brought Hampshire
sheep from England, bringing
many honors to the Deer Lodge
Valley. It would go on to be ranch

land until it became the Mount
Haggin Wildlife Refuge in 1976.

Anderson Family Collection
Urvan Soren Anderson (1897-1944) was born in Superior, Montana and raised in Butte. He married Ida
Fariss, daughter of Lebanese immigrants Stephen and Shindora Fariss. Urvan and Ida had two children,
Urvan Soren Anderson, Jr. (born 1921) and Dora/Dorothea/Dorothy Anderson (born 1923). Urvan
followed in his father's footsteps and became a boiler inspector. He died in California, where the family
had moved around 1942.
Assed Juhray was a Syrian/Lebanese barber in
Butte. In September 1920, he shot and killed
Hugh Gibson at his home. He claimed he had
been friendly with Gibson's wife and had given
her money and gifts, not knowing she was
married. Originally sentenced to hang, his
sentence was commuted in 1922 to life
imprisonment. In 1927, after receiving petitions
from Butte lawyers and businessmen, the
governor pardoned Juhray and he was released
from prison. Urvan Anderson petitioned for
Assed Jurhay's pardon.
Jurhay painted this image for Anderson while in the Montana State Penitentiary.

Poore, Roth, & Robinson Collection
The Poore, Roth, & Robinson law
firm opened in 1896. Housed at 20
West Granite Street in the Silver
Bow Block, its lawyers mitigated
countless cases in Silver Bow
County. The Silver Bow Block
caught fire in 1978, destroying the

building. Poore, Roth, & Robinson
relocated to 1341 Harrison Avenue,
previously owned by Evel Knievel.
After 125 years of practice, the firm
closed its doors in 2021. The
Archives acquired a collection from
the firm, including photographs of

its original location, as well as terra
cottas that adorned the building,
above the arched windows.

Pete Godtland Collection
Harold “Pete” Godtland was born in Butte in 1925. Pete married Carol Christman in 1954. Together
they had four daughters. Growing up in a musically inclined family, Pete played a variety of
instruments. He was active in the Gold Hill Lutheran Church Choir and the Butte Symphony.
Attending college through the GI Bill, Pete became an architect. He designed numerous buildings
throughout Southwest Montana. He designed the entrance arches to Montana Tech, the World
Museum of Mining, Stodden Park, and the Ulrich-Shotte Nature Trail. He was also influential in the
expansion of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives, as well as the Motherlode Theatre renovation.
His most recent work included the beloved Spirit of Columbia Gardens Carousel, pictured here.
Pete passed away in 2021.
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Exhibits
Laurie Robins, Agitation Co-op, Temple Bar Gallery + Studios, Dublin, https://
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Bibliography
Manuscripts
Maire O’Neill, “From West Cork to Copper Mines in Butte, Montana.” Dip Genealogy, University of
Cork College, Cork, Ireland, 2021.
John Conlan, “Robert Emmet Literary Association, Butte, Montana 1881-1925,” Carrie Johnson
Research Stipend, 2021.
David Ferguson, “Class III Cultural Resource Inventory of the Soap Gulch AML Closures,” GCM

Services, 2021.

Magazines
Richard I. Gibson, Mining City History, weekly column in the Montana Standard.
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Clark Chateau
The Mission of the Charles Clark Chateau is to preserve the historic building under the ownership of
Butte-Silver Bow, and encourage its active use by providing a space and support for the community and
visitors to gather and engage in cultural, artistic and humanities programming.

2021 Summary
3,066

Total Visitors

699

Volunteer Hours

5

Exhibits

86

Public Programs

16

Public Classes

Chateau Programming
Art Walk
The Clark Chateau organized the Uptown Butte Art Walk Map for 2021 from June to September. The
Chateau Gallery hosted a rotation of exhibits throughout the year and held receptions during First
Fridays.
Young Artists' Vaudeville Workshop
With funding from the Montana Arts Council's Artists in Schools and Communities grant, The Clark
Chateau and The Root & The Bloom Collective hosted a Young Artists' Vaudeville Workshop over the
summer of 2021. Participant students ranged in age from 6-17 and together they created original
vaudeville acts, performing two full vaudeville productions for the community, under the guidance of
resident artist Frankee Angel.
Threshold Singers
Butte's Threshold Singers meet every Wednesday from 5-6pm in the Clark Chateau ballroom to sing
soothing songs, harmonizing acapella.
Tango

The Clark Chateau hosts tango dance classes at the beginning and intermediate levels. Current sessions
run for six weeks on Thursday nights at 6 and 7:30, with new sessions scheduled after the completion of
the previous session.

Young Creators
The Clark Chateau hosts an afterschool art program where students explore different art history
concepts and complete art projects.
Open Air Artists
The Clark Chateau hosted 2 artists , Erica Selby and Nico Larson, from the Open Air Artist Program
culminating in Gallery Exhibit running from through the months of November and December.
New Songs for Butte Mining Camp
The Clark Chateau is hosting Montana Musicians as they reimagine Butte Labor Songs from the book,
“New Songs for Butte Mining Camp.” Selected musicians complete research visits to Butte, and return
to record their work and perform for the public in the Clark Chateau Ballroom.
Ivan Doig Book Club
The Ivan Doig Book Club meets every third Thursday of the month, reading a different Ivan Doig book
each month, and meeting together in the Clark Chateau to discuss. The group will read fourteen Ivan
Doig books in total and the Book Club will run through August of 2022.
High School Internship
A nine week workshop where local Butte High students learned about Chateau History, participated in
a series of arts and humanities workshops and developed their own personal projects and presented
them to the public at the end of the program.

Ukulele Jam Sessions

The "Uptown Ukes" meet every 1st and 3rd Wednesday in the Clark Chateau to practice ukulele and sing
songs together. No experience is necessary to join the group and the Clark Chateau has ukuleles on-hand
for new participants to borrow during the session. The Uptown Ukes have performed their songs at the
Christmas Stroll and for residents of The Springs.
The Clark Chateau Radio Players
The Clark Chateau Radio Players regularly record radio plays in collaboration with KBMF LP 102.5FM,
Butte's low power community radio station. Amateur actors and sound production specialists put
together these productions to entertain the community of Butte.
The Feeling Good Series
Over the summer of 2021, The Clark Chateau hosted the Feeling Good Series, to help people get back
into life while coping with the Covid pandemic. Activities included a weekly Afro-Caribbean Dance
Workout, two Adult Collage workshops, a Solstice Yoga workshop, and a community Cosmic Dance to
encourage people to move their bodies.

Chateau Staff
Cari An Coe is the Chateau’s Program Director. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science at UCLA in 2008 and worked as an assistant professor at Lewis & Clark

Col-

lege from 2009-2015, before returning to her hometown of Butte in 2016. Her

aca-

demic research focused on environmental policy in Vietnam and developing countries and her teaching experience fostered interdisciplinary explorations of the arts,
humanities and social sciences.

Christine Martin is the Chateau’s Curator. She studied Fine Art and Art History at
OSU and Printmaking at UM. Her previous experience includes: gallery sales at The
Mansfield Art Center and The Art Works on Main; steward of the print shop at the
IBRC; and longtime teaching artist of printmaking, life drawing and studio arts. Her
work has shown at the Pearl Conard Art Gallery, The Mansfield Art Center, The
Foreground Gallery, and other national shows. She has been featured in several
publications, and in 2019, she was selected for solo exhibitions in Butte’s Carle
Gallery and the Stoplight Art Gallery in Anaconda.

Archives Staff
Ellen Crain has served as the Director of the Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives since
1990. Under her leadership, the Archives successfully executed a $7.5 million capital
project to build an archival vault and restore the Historic Fire Department that the
Archives called home. Ellen has co-edited three books: Images of America: Butte,
2009; Motherlode: Legacy of Women’s Lives & Labors in Butte, Montana, 2005;
and Remembering Butte, Montana’s Richest City, 2001. Ellen is a graduate of
Montana Tech.

Aubrey Jaap serves as the Archives Assistant Director. She coordinates the
Archives digitization efforts, as well as manages the Archives social media outreach
programs. Recently, she worked with the University of Montana’s Irish Studies
Program to curate an exhibit titled Erin’s Exiled Children: Irish America and the
Road to the Rising. She is a successful grant writer, with the most recent being a
National Historical Publications and Records Commission grant to catalog and
preserve the C. Owen Smithers Collection. Aubrey is a member of the Montana State
Historical Records Advisory Board. She holds a BS in Public Relations.

Lindsay Mulcahy is the Archives Administrative Assistant. She has worked in many
aspects of Butte’s historical community including guided tours and as curator for the
World Museum of Mining. She also worked for Zena Beth McGlashan and has an excerpt published in the Afterword of the Biography of F. August Heinze: Copper
King at War. Lindsay co-instructs the Butte History Adult Education Course and is
vice-chairwoman of Butte Historical Memorials. Lindsay has a BA in History from
Montana State University.

Cara Mooney joined the Archives in 2017 as an intern to assist in the cataloging and
preservation of the C. Owen Smithers Photograph Collection. In 2019, Cara
became a permanent employee of the Archives working as an Archives Technician.
Cara has a B.A. in Liberal Studies from the University of Montana and an MLIS with
a specialty in Archives Management from Simmons College.

Archives Staff
Kim Murphy Kohn is the Archives Scheduler, managing rentals and meetings in the
Archives auditorium. Her experience in historic research and documentation and in
records management provide her with the skills needed to accession and catalog the
smaller collections that are acquired by the Archives. She oversees the Brown Bag
Lunch speaker series, bringing in speakers on local history, culture, and geology. Kim
holds a B.A. in Historic Preservation from Mary Washington College, Fredericksburg
Virginia, and is pursuing her M.A. in History from Montana State University.

Jennifer Petersen was born and raised in Butte. Jennifer fell in love with all things history when her mother started working at the Mineral Research Center, later known as
GCM Services, Inc. Studying business at Montana Tech, she realized she wanted to
pursue a degree in History from the University of Montana. Jennifer
pursues her interest in historical and archaeological consulting through her work at
GCM Services, Inc., and in 2021 accepted a position as Archives Technician at the
Archives.

Pictured is the Silver Bow County Courthouse
under construction in 1908.

Board of Directors
Brian Holland is an attorney heading up the Butte office of the Crowley Fleck law firm. He joined the Crowley
firm in 2004 after serving as Senior Counsel with the Montana Power Company Legal Department, where he
began work in 1992. Prior to that position, he was in private practice in Seattle for four years and was with the
Butte-Silver Bow County Attorney’s Office for four years. Brian is a Butte native who graduated from the University of Montana Law School in 1982, with his undergraduate degree in Economics from Carroll
College in 1978.
Sara Sparks was born and educated in Butte. She is a graduate of Butte Central High School and Montana
Tech, where she earned a degree in Occupational Safety and Health. She was a Remedial Project Manager for
the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency for more than 31 until her retirement in 2018. During her time at
the EPA, she worked on addressing human health and environmental issues at sites throughout Montana. Sara
has served on the Archives board for a number of years. She also is involved with the Board of Directors for the
Granite Mountain Memorial and Our Lady of the Rockies.
Marissa Newman is a native Montanan and is retired as a realtor with McLeod Realtors in Butte. Marissa is a
founding member of the Friends of the Butte Archives. She has been active as a community volunteer,
involved with the Public Radio Transmission Project, Butte Junior League, and the University of Montana
Grizzly Scholarship Association.
Laurel Egan is a native of Butte and a professional artist and member of the Main Stope
Gallery in Butte, Montana. Formerly, she was a medical librarian at St. James Healthcare for more than 25
years. She received her Master of Library and Information Science from the University of Alabama, and her
B.A. from the University of Montana, Missoula. She continues to be involved in community efforts through the
arts, as well as advocating for children and family wellness and mental health programs.

Bill McKenzie joined the Archives board in October of 2013. He retired from Northwestern
Energy in 2014 after being their Accounting Manager for 10 years. Prior to joining Northwestern, Bill spent 26
years in various financial and accounting management positions with the former Montana Power Company.
Bill is a Butte native and a graduate of the University of Montana with a B.S. degree in Financial Management.

Lee Whitney grew up in the Dublin Gulch on Butte’s northside. Her fondness for the Gulch led her to
co-author a book entitled Butte’s Irish Heart. Following the book’s publication, Lee secured funding for an
interpretive signage project that memorialized the Gulch and three other neighborhoods in the area
surrounding St. Mary’s Church. Lee retired from the Archives as Assistant Director after being closely
involved in the renovation and construction project that made the Archives a quintessential archival facility in
the Northwest.

Abby Peltomaa is the Superfund Data Specialist for Butte-Silver Bow. She is also an adjunct professor at Montana Tech in the Biology Department. Prior to these positions, she worked for the Clark Fork Watershed Education Program, Montana FWP and Montana State University. Abby was born and raised in Butte where she
attended Butte High School, and then went on to earn her Bachelor of Science in biological sciences at
Montana Tech. Abby then earned her Masters of Science degree in wildlife disease ecology from the University
of Montana. Being raised in Butte, Abby has a love for Butte’s rich history. She enjoys talking about Butte’s
history to her family, students, and little ones.

Friends of the Butte Archives
The Friends of the Butte Archives is a private non-profit charged with supporting the activities of the
Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives.
The Friends of the Archives continues the binding of the newspapers as well as digitization of oral
histories and magnetic tape. The Friends has accepted grant funds for Butte-Silver Bow
Archives projects. Those projects have paid for the W.A. Clark and the Art of the Gilded Age exhibit and
speaker series, to digitize and create an online piece for the Women’s Protective Union, and to further
the Archives mission.
The Friends provided funds to host the Irish Ambassador and Consulate. They also helped to underwrite
the Hike through History.
The Friends of the Archives is a private non-profit in good standing in the State of Montana. The financial
records of the Friends are reviewed annually by Prigge and Otten PC and are available upon request.

In 2021, the Friends of the Butte Archives once again offered the Carrie Johnson Fellowship, as well as
the Carrie Johnson Research Stipend. The successful candidates spent a dedicated amount of time in the
Archives researching the collections. All three recipients provided new research on great Butte topics
and will further disseminate the history of Butte to new audiences. Both the fellowship and the stipend
will build the Archives bibliography and promote the history of Butte.
Eileen Markey, author, assistant professor, and fellowship recipient, focused on
Irish and Irish American women in the first decades of the 20th century. This research seeks to recover a history of radical Irish American women's resistance
that's been lost to the amnesia of empire and misogyny.

Ciara Ryan, a doctoral candidate at the University College Cork and fellowship recipient, is authoring a book that explores issues of Gaelic tradition, language and cultural
nationalism in Butte at the turn of the 20th century.

The stipend was awarded to Quincy Balius, a master’s student studying history at Montana State University. She is currently
researching the Bear River Massacre, also known as the Marias River Massacre or Baker
Massacre, within the context of public historical sites in the American West. Quincy is
particularly interested in how Indigenous women are represented or left out of public
historical narratives.

Friends of the Archives Board Members
Jim Michelotti is a Butte native who grew up in the Meaderville and McQueen neighborhoods. He is a graduate of Boys’ Central High School and Carroll College with a B.S. in Mathematics. He continued his
education, achieving an M.S. in Computer Science and an M.B.A. in Business Administration. Jim worked for
Boeing in Washington and IBM in Butte before taking a position with Montana Tech. He spent the next 30
years working in administration with the college and teaching computer science. Jim volunteers with the
Archives and the Knights of Columbus and maintains a passion for Butte history. He is an active member of the
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge, an Italian organization that has roots in Butte back to the late 1880s.

Jim McCarthy was born and raised in Butte and graduated from the University of Montana with a B.A. in History and Political Science. He was employed by Butte-Silver Bow for 35 years as Park Superintendent and
Road Foreman, until he retired in 2009. Jim volunteers at the Archives and was an integral part of moving the
Archives from its temporary location to the newly renovated building. He also helps with the Butte Adult
Education classes on history and is an advisor for Butte High’s Montana History Club.

Bill McKenzie joined the Friends of the Butte Archives board in 2019. He retired from Northwestern
Energy in 2014 after being their Accounting Manager for 10 years. Prior to joining Northwestern, Bill spent
26 years in various financial and accounting management positions with the former Montana Power
Company. Bill is a Butte native and a graduate of the University of Montana with a B.S. degree in Financial
Management.

Bob Chamberlin is a retired businessman who worked in the drilling and pump industry for over 45 years. Bob
graduated from Butte High in 1965, participating in both track and cross country. He was a member of the
1963 state championship track team and the 1964 state championship cross country team, in which both teams
were inducted into the Butte Sports Hall of Fame. He then went to the University of Montana on a cross
country scholarship. He graduated from the University of Montana in 1970 with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Personnel Management. Bob has served on the boards for the Montana Water Well Association, Big
Brothers Big Sisters, Butte Country Club, and is a volunteer at the Butte Archives.

Scott Juskiewicz is the Director of the Montana Tech Library and faculty member of the library since 2008.
He received his B.A. in History from Ithaca College in 1993 and his master’s in information science (MSIS)
from the University at Albany in 2005. Prior to joining the faculty at Montana Tech, Scott worked at the New
York State Library and the E.S. Bird Library at Syracuse University.

Cheryl Ackerman was born and raised in Butte, having graduated from Butte High School, and attended
Montana Tech. She has been employed at the Butte-Silver Bow Chamber of Commerce for the last 9 years.
Growing up in Butte, Cheryl knows that Butte is known as the “Richest Hill on Earth”. Since working at the
Chamber she has rediscovered the historic and architectural riches Butte has to offer. Cheryl enjoys sharing
this information with the many visitors that pass through the Chamber doors all year long. She is an avid
photographer; creatively promoting Butte (past and present) through her pictures. Cheryl has also worked
with local schools and community groups to promote Butte through video photo stories.

Friends of the Archives Board Members
Greg Black was born in Kansas and grew up in Columbia, Missouri until moving to Butte as a teenager. He has a
B.A. degree in History from Whitman College, did post-graduate studies in History and Diplomacy at George
Washington University, and received a J.D. degree from the University of Montana in 1979. He returned to
Butte and practiced law for 38 years at one firm, Corette, Black, Carlson and Mickelson, specializing in civil litigation. Now happily retired, Greg spends his time in volunteer activities and engages in outdoor pursuits .

Dianna Porter was born and raised in Butte, graduated from St. Mary’s grade school, Girls’ Central, and St.
Mary’s College in Leavenworth, Kansas. She has a master’s degree in gerontology and a law degree. Throughout her career, she has worked in the aging field in policy development, education, direct service, and
advocacy. She has published numerous articles pertaining to aging issues and two books–one a textbook on
Gerontology and Geriatrics (contributor and co-editor); the other on her 4-year experience advising the
Republic of Macedonia on creating a pension system. She returned to Butte upon retirement in 2008 and
served on the Montana Public Employees Retirement Board, initiating the development of a Code of Conduct.
Kathy Morris was born and raised in Butte. Her formal education includes a B.A. in Education from the University of Montana and M.A. in Computers in Education from Columbia University, New York. During the
1984-85 school year, the Butte School District #1 granted Kathy a sabbatical leave to pursue her master’s degree. She was a first-grade teacher for 31 years before retiring. After completing her volunteer project, landscaping the Babyland section of the Holy Cross cemetery in Butte, Kathy completed the Master
Gardener program through the Montana State Extension Office.

This Butte-Silver Bow flag was flown
on the USSS Butte for one day while
on a six month Mediterranean cruise
to support the Atlantic fleet in
Operation Desert Shield in 1993. All
crew members signed the flag.
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